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want of a more just prospect, would place in the number of his slaves and the extent of his territories; such undoubtedly would be the tragical effects of a prince's living with no religion, which are not to be surpassed but by his having a false one.
4 If ambition were spirited with zeal, what would follow, but that his people should be converted into an army, whose swords can make right in power, and solve controversy in belief? And if men should be stiff-necked to the doctrine of that visible Church, let them be contented with an oar and a chain, in the midst of stripes and anguish, to contemplate on him, whose yoke is easy, and whose burthen is light.
1 With a tyranny begun on his own subjects, and indignation that others draw their breath independent of his frown or smile, why should he not proceed to the seizure of the world? And if nothing but the thirst of sway were the motive of his actions, why should treaties be other than mere words, or solemn national compacts be anything but an halt in the march of that army, who are never to lay down their arms until all men are reduced to the necessity of hanging their lives on his wayward will; who might supinely, and at leisure, expiate his own sins by other men's sufferings, while he daily meditates new slaughter, and new conquest?
' For mere man, when giddy with unbridled power, is an insatiate idol, not to be appeased with myriads offered to his pride, which may be puffed up by the adulation of a base and prostrate world into an opinion that he is something more than human, by being something less. And alas 1 what is there- that mortal man will not believe of himself when complimented with the attributes of God ? He can then conceive thoughts of a power as omnipresent as his. But should there be such a foe of mankind now upon earth, have our sins so far provoked Heaven, that we are left utterly naked to his fury? Is there no power, no leader, no genius, that can conduct and animate